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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS � NOMINATIONS 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury � Minister for Local Government) [12.05 pm]: I am pleased to advise 
members that nominations for the 2009 Western Australian local government elections are now open. We 
Western Australians are a very diverse group coming from a wide range of cultural backgrounds and having 
vastly differing qualifications and life experiences. It is important that this diversity, including in age, is captured 
in local government representation, thus ensuring that the decisions taken by councils reflect the views of the 
various sectors of the local community. 

This is a very exciting time for local government in Western Australia. Being a councillor is an opportunity to 
lead the local community into a new future and to help shape that future. I encourage people who wish to 
contribute to the development and improvement of their community by representing the interests of people in the 
community and making important decisions that affect people who live in the area to put their names forward. 
Nominations close at 4.00 pm on Thursday, 10 September 2009.  

To improve the transparency of local government elections, regulations have been introduced covering the 
donation of gifts to candidates during the election period. Candidates are required to declare any gift of $200 or 
more made or promised within six months of an election. The new regulations also require the donor to disclose 
such gifts within three days. Any gift worth $200 or more received by a candidate from an undisclosed source 
must be provided to the chief executive officer for disposal. Electors have access to the gifts register held at the 
local council and will thus be able to identify financial and in-kind support provided to candidates. I want to 
ensure that electors have confidence in the independence of their elected representatives. 

The passing of the local government elections legislation in this Parliament has also ensured that the first-past-
the-post system of voting has been implemented in time for this year�s local government elections. These 
reforms promise a vibrant and accountable local government sector for the future. 
 


